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GUADALUPE MINISTRY REPORT 
2021 

 
 
Dear Pastor and Financial Council, 
 
Giving thanks to the Lord for the past year and starting this one filled with hope 
and joy because on December 6th we welcomed Bishop Andrew Cozzens as 8th 
Bishop of the Diocese of Crookston.  
 
After two years of the pandemic and adapting ourselves to the new normal, I 
present to you our annual Guadalupe report: 
   

1. Liturgy 
 

• On Sunday, the Hispanic people gather as the Body of Christ to celebrate the 
Lord’s Day and little by little people are coming back to celebrate the 
Eucharist. Compared to last year, the number of people has increased and it 
is reflected in the Sunday collection as well. 
 
Ministers for the Eucharistic celebration find the Church as the place to 
serve the Lord and make a difference in the lives of others. The welcome 
team greets people as they arrive at church and helps them to find a seat and 
takes care of the needs of our guests. The worship team includes two choirs: 
one made of local people and one more by migrants. They greatly enhance 
the celebration. The coffee fellowship ministry provides the coffee and 
refreshments that people enjoy every Sunday after our services. 
 

• Extraordinary ministers of the Holy Eucharist and readers receive training 
twice a year to ensure their effectiveness in their service. We are always 
recruiting the best candidates for noble service.  
   

• The weekly bulletin is used to deepen insight into the Holy Scripture and 
give to the faithful people a Christian message to improve their lives. 

 
• Some bilingual liturgies are celebrated throughout the year, for the purpose 

of building community, creating good relationships and fellowship with the 
parish as a whole. 
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• Once a week Latino people spend an hour in Eucharistic adoration in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. They center their prayer in Jesus Christ 
praying for peace, life, vocations, the sick and other issues that are at the 
heart of the life of the Church and the world. 

 
2.- Religious Education 

 
• After four years of encouraging Latinos to be part of the RE program, finally 

they have been integrated and the separate summer sacramental program has 
disappeared. There isn’t any reason for it to exist, we don’t have migrants 
anymore. Our kids live in the Fargo/Moorhead area and go to the local 
schools.  
 
Latino Kids are part of the spiritual retreats that are offered to them through 
the year, they are part of the sacrament of reconciliation, First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation.  

 
3.- Sacramental Preparation 
 

• Baptism preparation class is offered to the community Sunday morning, 
every other month. Preparation includes encouragement to participate in 
Sunday Mass. 

• Couples living in free unions receive preparation for the validation of their 
marriage. 

• Once or twice a year, the sick receive the anointing of the sick during the 
mass. 

• The sacrament of reconciliation is offered every Saturday at 4pm to those 
who are in need. 

 
4.- Adult Faith Formation 
 

• Bible Study 
Sundays, Latino leaders gather after Mass to study the Holy Scriptures and 
share their faith. There is more interest among the participants in reading the 
Bible. This pilot team receives training that covers Scripture, liturgy, Church 
history, Catechism of the Catholic Church and all topics related to our 
Christian faith. 
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5.- Spiritual Retreats 

The community enjoys a temporary withdrawal from ordinary daily living to 
nourish their inner spiritual longings. For this reason, we provide them with 
retreats during the year. 

 
Adults 
 Last June, we gathered people from Crookston and from St. Francis de 
Sales. The retreat had Jesus Christ as a central point of our reflection. Meditating 
on His live and virtues makes people not only grow in their faith but live in 
congruency with it.    
 
Teenagers 
 

• SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Teenagers have the same opportunities as the adults. Teens’ meetings are 
offered to them every Sunday after Mass, in which teenagers play, learn and 
grow together. They have a variety of spiritual needs. In order to meet those 
needs, our meetings involve faith sharing, complex group dynamics, group 
and individual prayer, and simulation activities.  
A young couple whose life is lived according to the Gospel standards, is 
taking care of the sessions.  
 

• STEUBENVILLE is a weekend conference that evangelizes, equips and 
empowers 8th-12th grade youth to become radical, joyful disciples. Enjoy 
keynote speakers, praise and worship, Eucharistic Adoration, Reconciliation, 
and much more.  
Seven young guys from our community, joined the Diocese of Fargo to go to 
Rochester, MN to participate at the Steubenville Youth Conference. The 
experience they had that weekend changed their lives in so many ways. 
Something that really touches their lives is Adoration of the Holy Eucharist. 
They always say that they really feel the presence of God. 
 

• NCYC 
For the first time our young people were invited to join the Diocese of 
Crookston group, headed by Bob Noel to participate in the National Catholic 
Youth Conference that was held in Indianapolis. The theme was Ablaze / 
Enciende el Fuego. The book of Acts tells about the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. We will call upon the Holy Spirit to descend upon our young Church 
and set them ablaze for the Lord! 
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This is an indescribable blessing for our youth. All these experiences really 
change their lives. 
 

• CHOIR 
Two of our youth play guitar. They are already part of the local choir and 
keep their spirits alive. They are even playing at the English Masses when 
they are asked. 

 
• XV AÑOS 

 We have throughout the year some “Quinceañeras”. Young ladies who 
prepare themselves for their adulthood by having, first of all, the initiation 
Sacraments: baptism, reconciliation and first communion. It is required to be 
involved in the Parish R.E. program for Confirmation. Besides this, they come for 
some classes on the Christian sense of the XV Años celebration. 
 
6.- Outreach program 
 
  Despite the pandemic, we are visiting families being careful and bringing to 
them a word of hope, Christian literature and information on the activities held at 
the parish. Visiting homes not only gives us the opportunity to know the people 
better whom we are working with, but also, it is the best way to hear their 
problems and spend some time with them. 
 
  Parishes, public institutions, restaurants and grocery stores support our 
outreach ministry in many different ways, posting in their bulletins our 
announcements to promote our events, especially the Spanish Sunday Mass and 
services. 
 
7.- Clay County Jail Ministry 

A visit is made by request of any Hispanic inmate. 
 

8.- Pastoral care 
  We have slow down a little bit the visiting of the sick, not because we want 
to but because of the institutions’ regulations. When an elderly person has been in 
touch with a person who tested positive, they cancel our visit.  
The names of the sick appear in Sunday bulletins; special petitions are made every 
Sunday for them and the community is committed to praying for them. 
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9.- Lent  
  Lent was observed by meditating on the Way of the Cross every Friday. 
Unfortunately, this is the second year that on Good Friday the community could 
not walk the streets carrying the cross and showing their faith, devotion and 
repentance because of the pandemic. We did it inside of the church. 
 
10.- Honoring Mary, Mother of Jesus 
 
THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

• During the Novena, usually our Lady is taken to catholic homes. There, we 
pray the rosary and have a little meditation of our Lady. This year was 
different. The Novena took place at the church for nine Sundays. A Sunday 
was taken by a family, we prayed for their intentions and they provided some 
refreshment at the end. So that, we provided more space. 

• On the evening of December 11, a bilingual Solemn Mass was celebrated by 
our Bishop Andrew Cozzens, our Pastor and other priests who attended the 
Celebration. The church was full of people from both communities.  

• A Mariachi Band from Sioux City, IA animated the festivities and the meal 
after Mass. 
 

• In the morning of December 12th, people sang the Mañanitas, recited the 
rosary and heard a reflection of the “Mystery of our Lady of Guadalupe” 

• The committee of this year, responded with responsibility and enthusiasm. 
 
MARIAN VIGIL 

A Marian Vigil was planned for the end of May, to honor our Lady. There 
were about 60 people -children and adults- who praised and honored the 
Mother of Jesus. Being the Year of St. Joseph, the community reflected on 
“St. Joseph, spouse of the Virgen Mary”. The Vigil finished with the 
coronation of our Lady and some snacks. 

 
PRO-LIFE 

Twice every year, the community organizes by themselves to go and pray the 
Rosary in front of Fargo abortion center, joining a peaceful pro-life effort 
made up of more than 750,000 volunteers across all 50 states in our country 
and hundreds of cities worldwide. They received support from some people 
passing by and insults from others. At the end of the journey, they were greatly 
comforted. 
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11.- Year of St. Joseph 
  
Basically four things were made to honor St. Joseph: 

- A bilingual Mass on March 19 
- Every Sunday a prayer to St. Joseph was recited by the Pastor after the 

general intercessions 
- Every month a little meditation about St. Joseph was written in the bulletin 

along with a little prayer to be memorized by the person. 
- Also, every third Sunday of the month, the community prayed the Rosary 

and paid especial attention to the life of St. Joseph. 
 
12.- Different Activities 
 

• Posadas, three Kings, Rosca de Reyes, The Presentation of the Lord, 
Mother’s and Father’s day and other celebrations are held in order to keep 
the community and Latino traditions alive. For Christmas children have 
“piñatas” donated by a generous family.  
A “Posada” took place at the Church to prepare in a spiritual way the 
coming of Jesus in the people’s hearts. They learned that Christmas is not 
only gifts but a preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
The community gather together at the church and followed this structure: 
some people outside singing asked posada and some people inside singing 
gave to them posada; we have a meditation on the Gospel; advent songs 
within the recitation of the Rosary ending with fellowship organized by 
different families. 
 

• CULTURAL DAY 
Not just the Latino community but the Parish of St. Francis de Sales was 
honored by the presence of the Most Reverend Richard E. Pates, Apostolic 
Administrator of the Diocese of Crookston who came on September 25-26 
and celebrated Masses with both communities.   
 
After Spanish Mass, he stayed and share a slice of cake. People took pictures 
with him. Also, the same day, the community showed their love and respect 
to our Pastor, Fr. Raul, who celebrated his birthday. 
 
Everyone contributed to make this an unforgettable day. We worked for a 
common goal and this lifted our spirits.   
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• NIGHT TO UNITE 
On August 3rd, the parking lot at St. Francis was used by the City of Moorhead 
for having a fun Night to Unite. Night to Unite is designed to increase crime 
prevention and safety awareness, uniting neighbors and building partnerships 
between public safety personnel and the Moorhead community. 
 
Both communities worked together for having a wonderful evening. 
Hamburgers & Hot dogs and cold beverages were provided by the parish. 
Parishioners brought salads, sides or desserts to share! 
An ice cream truck with treats for $1 and a Dunk Tank with father Raul ready 
to go for a swim were at the parking lot. Lawn Games in the green space, 
Door Prizes, Music and Piñatas and much more fun. 
 

• SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES’ 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
The new building of St. Francis de Sales was erected in 1996, so this year 
was its 25th Anniversary and we celebrated it on September 12. 
It was a thanksgiving and a joyful day for everybody. After having a Solemn 
Mass, parishioners were so excited sharing food, cold beverages, salads, sides 
and desserts. An ice cream truck with treats for $1 was at the parking lot. 
There were lawn games in the green space, door prizes, music, piñatas and 
much more fun. 
 

The same day, NDSU pharmacy students put some tables with information 
about diabetes, high blood pressure, etc. at the same time, people were tested 
to know how their pressure and blood sugar were. 

 
• DÍA DE MUERTOS 

Day of the Dead is a unique tradition celebrated every year on November 1st 
and 2nd across Mexico. It is a festival aimed at honoring one’s dead ancestors 
on the date when their souls are believed to return to Earth. It is commonly 
portrayed as a day of celebration rather than mourning. 
 
Here in the Parish to continue with this pious tradition, people set up a colorful 
altar with food, fruits, drinks, Sugar Skulls, flowers and everything that the 
dead enjoyed while alive. This altar includes the photographs of their dead 
loved ones as well as all that they liked and loved when they were alive. 
 
The purpose of this altar is to share with the Anglo and other Latin American 
people, Mexican traditions at the same time Mexican-American kids learn 
their parent culture. 
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Beyond the friendships that this created among the participants our kids 
learned their parents’ religious traditions.  
 

13.- Partnership with other Organizations 
 

• MEXICAN CONSULATE 
On July 17th, The Mexican Consulate from St. Paul came to St. Francis de 
Sales to offer its services to the Mexican Population. Information letters were 
mailed to all Parishes around us. About 200 people updated their passports, 
consular IDs, birth certificates and another important documents. 

 
 

• VACCINATION CENTER 
The same day, July 17th, through H.A.C.E.R. (Hispanic Advocacy and 
Community Empowerment Through Research) arrangements were made 
with Sanford and here at the Parish a Vaccination Center was opened to the 
community. Many people showed up to receive their first Pfizer doses. The 
second one, was given to the same people, on August 7th. This day, the 
Government was offering a $100 dollar gift card, and because of this, new 
people received the vaccine. 
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Fr. Bill Gerlach 
Nativity Church 
1825 11th Street South 
Fargo, ND 58103 
 
 
 
Fr. Vincent Miller 
St. Joseph Church 
218 10th Street South 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
 
 
 
To the Community of 
St John's Catholic Church 
Georgetown, MN 56546 
 
 
 
Fr. Augie Gothman 
St. Elizabeth Church 
PO Box 307  
Dilworth, MN 56529-0307 
 
 
 
Most Rev. Andrew Cozzens 
Bishop of Crookston 
P.O. Box 610 
Crookston, MN 56716 
 
 
 


